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 Dear friends 

It is a huge shame that Ascension Day, when we recall 

Jesus ascension into heaven is not celebrated as the 

great festival it once was. In my last village we would 

always get up at 6.30am and climb the nearest to hill 

to sing morning prayer as the sun rose. 

 

There's a great story about how, on the first Ascen-

sion Day, Jesus was greeted in heaven by whole 

squadrons of rejoicing angels....but after the celebra-

tions were over Gabriel took him to one side. 

“Lord...” he said 

“I know you've won the victory over sin and grief and 

death. 

I know you've done all that is needed to restore crea-

tion and bring in the kingdom – but in the meantime, 

what's your strategy for making it real in the world 

today” 

Jesus pointed down through the clouds at that rag 

taggle group clustered on the hillside, scratching their 

heads and rubbing their eyes and generally looking 

completely bewildered. 

“That's my strategy......” 

Gabriel peered down... 

“and Lord -what's Plan B?” 

“There IS no Plan B” 

 

NO PLAN B. We are it!  We are it The agents of 

God's mission in the world. 

It’s why Jesus needed to pray for us. It was such a 

risky strategy 

 

There is life giving river that is flowing throughout his-

tory.  Jesus calls this river the kingdom of God. King-

dom values (Kin-dom) is thinking of people and treat-

ing them as kin. Today we hear the prophet Ezekiel 

say that God will pour a new spirit within us. Jesus 

promised his followers that he would ask the Father 

to send the spirit.  

 

Sometimes the church sit on the dry banks observing 

this river. Sometimes we forget to get in the river and 

allow God to fill us with his life giving spirit.  Mean-

while people are walking past.  They are thirsting for 

something but can’t name what they are thirsty for. In 

these difficult times so many are turning to prayer. 

We need to get up from our picnic and wade in and 

explore this life giving river for ourselves and then 

encourage others to get in there too. 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Rogation Service 

Please see the church web-

site for a rogation service. 

This has pictures of Goathill 

and prayers to accompany 

each station. 

We ask God’s blessing on 

the land and our farms . 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving 

During the crisis whilst we are having to keep physi-

cal distance from each other and cannot meet in our 

church building or do our usual fund-raising activities, 

it is vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 

and account numbers for each church 
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Collect 

O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour 

Christ is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Readings 

 

Ezekiel 36.24–28 
24 I will take you from the nations, and gather you 

from all the countries, and bring you into your 

own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 

and you shall be clean from all your unclean-

nesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 
26 A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I 
will put within you; and I will remove from your 

body the heart of stone and give you a heart of 

flesh. 27 I will put my spirit within you, and make 

you follow my statutes and be careful to observe 

my ordinances. 28 Then you shall live in the land 

that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my 

people, and I will be your God.  

 

Acts 1.6–14  
6  So when they had come together, they asked 

him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for 

you to know the times or periods that the Father 

has set by his own authority. 8 But you will re-

ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 

out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they 

were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 

men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 

‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up to-

wards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw him go into heaven.’  
12  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 

mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had 

entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 

where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholo-

mew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and a 

day on which he will have the world judged in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 

and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 

him from the dead.’ 

 

John 17.1–11 

17 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked 

up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 

since you have given him authority over all people, 

to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 
3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the 

work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glo-
rify me in your own presence with the glory that I 

had in your presence before the world existed.  
6  ‘I have made your name known to those whom 

you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 

you gave them to me, and they have kept your 

word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 

given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave 

to me I have given to them, and they have received 

them and know in truth that I came from you; and 

they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking 

on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 

because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 

in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

protect them in your name that you have given me, 

so that they may be one, as we are one.  

Sunday Worship 

We are all missing seeing each other especially on 

Sundays.  Worshipping in isolation is hard. For 

those of you that have a lap top with a camera or 

a smart phone, tablet or i pad and are able to use 

zoom we are scheduling a service for 10am on 

every Sunday. 

 

Zoom is easy to use and free. Don’t worry, we 

will talk you through it beforehand (or find a 

grandchild to teach you!)  

 

We will send those with email addresses the link 

for the service by Friday this week 

 

If at 10am we find that Zoom is 
overloaded and not working we 

will reschedule for later in the 

day 

 


